
Holy Imaginations 
 
As many of you know, I now have an 8 year old stepson; Ethan.  He is always 
an adventure because his imagination is so wild. Even in the moments I fail to 
understand his rambunctious nature, I have a deep love for how creative his 
mind can be when he is playing.  Even with the most unusable things in the 
back of my car, he can create a game or story. 
 
Imagination and imagining have been themes for me lately. Of course we have 
the Imagine No Malaria initiative in the United Methodist Church and in our 
congregation that has me thinking about imagining.  In the beginning of 
January I was asked by Larry and Brenda what I imagined for the ministries I 
am involved with at 1st UMC.  This weekend, at Resurrection 2013, we were 
challenged by Lisa Yebuah to continue imitating Christ by opening ourselves up 
to God's holy imagination. 
 
Have you ever considered how vast God's imagination must be? ... The God 
we so often try to limit by our doctrines and our ideas... The God who created 
the universe, the platypus, and us has to have the wildest imagination.  
 
This is the same God who gave Moses a staff to intimidate Pharaoh.  This is 
the same God who found it fun to defeat the Philistines with a small shepherd 
boy and a sling shot. This is the same God whose creativity led God to come to 
this world and show us through sermons, healings, a new meal, and 
resurrection just how creative God's mind and God's love can be. 
 
So I ask you, Maryville First UMC, what does your imagination tell you that God 
can do through us this year? Can we really save 1,500 lives through Imagine 
No Malaria? Can we reach out to our community through a recovery program, a 
counseling center, The Welcome Table, and Family promise (just to name a 
few)? Can we teach our children the scriptures and to fall in love with Jesus? 
Can our youth become young men and women who change the world? What is 
your holy imagination telling you that you can do as we seek to imitate Christ? 
 
Can't wait to see where God takes us! 
 
Peace, 
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Prepare for Worship      
Jeremiah 1:4-10               
Psalm 71:1-6 (UMH 794) 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory     
Doug & Virginia 
Hardwick                           
Lila Eby 

 10:30 Sanctuary            

Jane Pesterfield                
Janet Harville                 
Whitney  & Lynn Cox 

 10:30 The Crossing      

John & Julie Elder 
Russ & Callen Parsley 

Acolytes:                          
Ashten Nickerson                  
Macy Waters 

 

Kids Own Worship             
Pre-school –                   
Stephanie Cousins 

Elementary –                    
Stephen & Jennifer Daves 

 

Transportation for 
Shannondale:                      
Patsy Lunde 

 

Staff on call:  

Please contact                   
Brenda (414-8493)                 
or Larry (414-8494)  
Parsonage (233-2712) 

       

 

Sunday commitments for                       
February 3, 2013 

Church Calendar February 3, 2013 — February 9, 2013 

Sunday, February 3, 2013                                                              
7:35 AM  Morning Glory Rehearsal, 249                                          
8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall                                
9:15 AM  Sunday School                                                                    
9:15 AM  Disciple Path, Wesley Hall                                              
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary                                      
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall                                             
11:45 PM  Youth to Lunch                                                                  
4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254                                                         
5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249                                                       
5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252                                                         
6:00 PM  Bible Study, 214                                                                                
6:00 PM  Youth                                                                                           
6:30 PM  Super Bowl Party Young Adults, The Lamberts  

Monday, February 4, 2013                                                                      
8:30 AM  GED,  118, 119                                                                          
3:15 PM  Primary Praise Singers (K-1st), 254                                        
3:15 PM  Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd), Asbury Hall                                   
3:15 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th), Asbury Hall                                         
6:00 PM  Tigers, 117                                                                              
6:00 PM  Webelos I, 128                                                                        
6:00 PM  Bear, 119                                                                                  
6:00 PM  Wolf, 118                                                                                     
6:00 PM  Webelos II, 111                                                                       
6:30 PM  GS Service Unit, Wesley Hall                                                    
7:00 PM  Boy Scouts, Asbury                                                                   
7:00 PM  Witness, 243 
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Tuesday, February 5, 2013                                                            
8:30 AM  Young Adult GED, 118, 119                                            
10:00 AM  Bible Study, 214                                                                      
6:00 PM  Wesley Day School Registration, Wesley Hall             
6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury                                                            
7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell                                               
7:00 PM  AA, 128 

Wednesday, February 6, 2013                                                               
7:00 AM  Middle Schoolers to Chick Fil A                                               
8:30 AM  GED, 118, 119                                                                            
3:00 PM  Seeing Gray in a Black & White World, 215                           
3:45 PM  High School Girls Bible Study, Vienna                                  
6:00 PM  Recovery at Maryville, 214                                                     
6:15 PM  Men’s Chorus, 249                                                                  
7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera                                                            
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir rehearsal, 249 

Thursday, February 7, 2013                                                                
6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214                                                            
9:45 AM  Circle 1, 214                                                                       
10:00 AM  Kindermusic, 109                                                               
10:15 AM  Asagao, 252                                                                            
2:00 PM  Art Appreciation, 214                                                               
5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall                                                      
5:00 PM  Needle Craft Group, 214                                                           
6:30 PM  Building Committee, 214                                                           
7:00 PM  AA, 128                                                                  
Friday, February 8, 2012                                                                       
10:00 AM  Kindermusic, 109                                                                  
Saturday, February 9, 2013                                                                             
9:00 AM  Cub Scout Blue & Gold Preparation, Wesley Hall         
5:15 PM  Young Adults to Ice Bears Game   

Devoted Prayer                                                                             
The Apostle Paul urged the Colossian Church to 
“devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a 
thankful heart.” (Colossians 4:2)   

Janet Harville and Ginny West Case are seeking           
believers at 1st UMC who want to devote themselves to 
a weekly time of prayer and praise.  Call or e-mail Janet 
at  621-2870 (harville.janet@charter.net) or Ginny at 
805-7287 (ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org) to share your 
interest. Remember, this could be an hour of power for 
our home-bound members as well as men and women 
who are on the go. Times for the meetings TBD.  

A stewardship solution 

In this day and age there are seemingly countless ways 
to communicate.  The main purpose of “The Church 
Bell” is to keep you informed about what is happening 
at 1st UMC.  It can cost as much as $20,000 a year to 
print and mail the newsletters.  Won’t you consider 
going all “digital” this year or encourage someone else 
to do the same?  All we need is your e-mail address 
and a request to drop the “snail” mail version to 
fumc@fumc-maryville.org.  

mailto:harville.janet@charter.net
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:fumc@fumc-maryville.org
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Fighting Hunger 

According to the Feeding America website, 5.1% of 
U.S. households accessed emergency food from a 
food pantry one or more times in 2011.  That’s more 
than 6-million households.  In the wake of the holiday 
season, the shelves of many local food pantries are in 
need of replenishment.  This Sunday, February 3rd, 
we want to make a “Super” effort to show how much 
we care about fighting hunger. Just bring some of the 
food items listed below and help us “fill up our carts.”  
All the items will be taken to the Food Connection of 
Blount County. 

 

Peanut Butter 

Cereal 

Canned Vegetables 

Rice 

Dried Beans 

Soups 

Canned Meats 

Canned Tuna 

 

Celebrate FAT TUESDAY and help 

out a great cause! 

Pancake Dinner coming to              

Wesley Hall on February 12th            

from 5:30—7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $5 

(on sale now) 

The knowledge to do more 

The people of the United Methodist Church pledged to 
raise $75-million to eliminate death and suffering from 
malaria in Africa by 2015.  While this may seem like an 
insurmountable goal, people like the members of       
1st UMC-Maryville are already making a difference.  
Not too long ago a child died every 30 seconds from 
malaria. Now it’s every 45 seconds thanks in part to 
efforts like the Imagine No Malaria campaign. For 
every $10 raised, one life can be saved from this all 
too often, deadly disease.  While the goal here at      
1st UMC is to raise $15,000, it is possible to raise even 
more!  So far YOU have given $8800 to INM.  
February 12th is a chance to give even more as we get 
together for a pancake dinner (see details on the right).  
The past two weekends there have also been 
collections for INM at Resurrection 2013 in Gatlinburg.  
Here are a few things to think about as we get closer to 
our goal. 

 Malaria is both preventable and treatable. 

 Malaria is a disease of poverty.  It severely affects 
those who cannot afford treatment or have limited 
access to health care. 

 Insecticide-treated mosquito nets are a simple,    
cost-effective way to prevent malaria, but are only 
part of the solution. 

 INM works closely with global partners to maximize 
resources to find a sustainable solution 

Registration Day 

The Wesley Day School is 
looking ahead to the       
2013-2014 school year.  
Registration for the next 
session is Tuesday, 
February 5th in Wesley Hall.  
It all begins at 7:00 p.m.  
Please plan to arrive no later 
than 6:50 p.m. since the 
doors will be closed at 7:00.  
All names will be chosen by 
random drawing.   

The age requirements for each class are as 

follows: 

 You must be 3 by August 31st for the three year 

old class. 

 You must be 4 by August 31st for the four year 

old class. 

 To be in the Readiness class you must be 5 by 

January 31st. 

 

If you have any questions, need further information or 
would like a tour of the Day School, please contact 
Director Kathy White at 865-984-8917.  Hope to see 
you there! 



Hitting the Ice                      
Do you like ice hockey?                           
If so, you are in luck.                            
Plan on coming to Knoxville    
February 9th to take in an Ice 
Bears Game. Tickets are $15.                                           
We’ll be leaving the church               
at 5 p.m!                         

Around the world in an hour  Be sure and join 

us on Sunday Mornings at 9:15 for a thought provoking 
discussion of Christianity and World Religions.  The 

class meets in Room 128. 

“An Invisible Thread” 

The Women’s Book Club selection for February is ready 
for pick up in Asa’s office (room 218).  “An Invisible 
Thread” is a true story of an unlikely friendship between 
a homeless boy and a successful sales representative in 
Manhattan.  Discussions begin February 27th at Panera 
Bread at 7:30 p.m. 
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Adult Ministry News 
Get your craft on! Let your creativity flow this 
weekend as we get set to have a “super” crafting event.  
No matter what you like to make, we’ll have room for 
you to craft while enjoying the fellowship of others. 
Room 214 and Wesley Hall are reserved Friday and 
Saturday for this special crafting time. Sharon 
Randolph will also host a class on making “Turning 
Twenty” quilts.  For more information on what you need 
for her class call Sharon at 898-4931.  Also, if you are 
willing to teach folks a craft, let Ginny West Case know.  

SUPER Craft Time!                                                             
Friday, February 1st                                                

10:00 –4:00 a.m. and 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.           
Saturday, February 2nd                                                

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.                                                   
Come when you can, stay as long as you can! 

Special times                                                                                        
Supper with Friends -                                                                                                 1st 
Tuesday of each month. Leave at 5:45 p.m.                                                     Lunch 
with the Gals -                                                                                                      2nd 
Thursday of each month. Leave at 11:45 a.m.                                               Prayer and 

Praise-  Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.                

Children’s & Youth Choir:                           

Dates to remember 

Spring promises to be a busy time for 
children and youth involved in music 
ministries at 1st UMC.  This year’s 
musical hits the stage in April 16th.  
The production is “A Technicolor 
Promise” which tells the story of Noah. 

Here are a few other times the children are scheduled to 
perform. 

February 10th                                                                         
8:15 a.m.—Merrymakers chimes in Morning Glory  

February 17th                                                                             
10:30 a.m. —Merrymakers, Joy Singers and Children’s 
Handbell Choirs in the Traditional service. 

February 24th                                                                           
10:30 a.m.— Youth Choir and Jubilant Ringers in the 
Traditional Service 

10:30 a.m.—Primary Praise Singers in “The Crossing” 

 

Keep watching for more details on the Children’s 
musical and other performances. 

Trivia win! 
Congratulations to our 
group of trivia players.  
On January 16th this 
bunch of young adults 
took home 3rd place at 
the Smoky Mountain 
Brewery’s Trivia Night. 

 

Trip planning This Spring we’ll be hitting the road 

to enjoy some great theater and a festival with an 
international flair.  We hope you’ll make plans to join us 
for one or ALL of these trips.  Just contact Ginny West 
Case (865-982-1273) for more details or to sign up! 

Saturday March 2nd: (New date)                                                              
Steel Magnolias at the Cumberland County Playhouse 

Saturday March 30th: (New date)                                                              
Les Miserables at the Cumberland County Playhouse 

Friday, April 12th:                                                                           
The Festival of Nations at Dollywood 

Walking in the Footsteps             
During the Lenten season (Feb. 13th - 
March 30th)  we want YOU to retrace 
the life and ministry of Jesus. Together 
using Adam Hamilton’s book and 
studies, “The Way: Walking in the 
Footsteps of Jesus”  we will explore 
the parables Jesus taught, learn about 
the enemies he made and how his 
healing changed lives. Elements of this 
study will be included in  Sunday School classes,  bible 
studies and sermons. A devotional guide will also be 
made available to YOU to take and use anywhere.  

 

mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org
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Children’s    Corner 
Collecting coats 

The recent ice and snow storms 
remind us it is winter. When 
temperatures drop there are people 
who simply can’t afford to have the 
right kind of coats to protect them from 
the cold.  This Sunday, February 3rd 
the children want YOU to bring in 
gently worn coats.  They will be taken 
to the Blount County Fire Department 
as part of its “Coats for the 
Community” drive. Last year more than 600 children 
throughout the county received coats as part of this 
effort.  The 3rd through 6th graders will be delivering 
the coats after church as well as having lunch together.   

First Friday flick   

This Friday (February 1st) it is 
time to learn a few dragon 

training skills as we kick off the 
month with a children’s movie 
night at the Capitol Theater in 

Downtown Maryville. The feature 
film is “How to Train Your 

Dragon.”  Parents need to have 
their children at the theater at 

5:30 for a pizza dinner before the 
movie which starts at 6:00.  You’ll 

need $5 (per child) for this movie night .  Parents need 
to pick up their children at 8:00. Pillows and blankets 
are welcome too!  To reserve your spot just call the 

church office 865-982-1273 or e-mail  Brittany Littleton 
(blittleton@fumc-maryville.org).  

We want to help your children 
get the most out of what they 
learn in Sunday School.  Each 
week here in the “Children’s 
Corner” you will get a chance to 
learn what your child has been 
studying on Sunday mornings!  
You can also visit the website of 
our curriculum publisher to find great ideas for 
additional activities to do at home
(www.growproclaimserve.com). 

Sunday, January 27 

Preschool— The Golden Rule (Matthew 6:10) 

K-4th Grade—The Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) 

5th & 6th Grade– Having a New Attitude 

 

Sunday, February 3 

Preschool— The Sower and the Seeds (Luke 10:27) 

K-4th Grade—The Sower and the Seeds (Luke 8:4-15) 

5th & 6th Grade— 

Multiplying Resources (Feeding of the 5,000) 

What did your child learn in                    

Sunday School ? 

Tools to help reach children 

In January, Denise Johns, Tiffany Giffin, and Brittany 
Littleton attended the International Children’s Ministry 
Conference in Orlando, FL.. 

    

     “I had a wonderful opportunity to attend with 
hundreds of other leaders who are passionate about 
reaching children for Christ.  

     Each day we worshiped and attended workshops 
such as ‘How to Communicate to Kids’, ‘Partnering with 
Families to Build Children with Faith that Endures’, 
‘Reaching the Heart of a Child’, ‘Children’s Church 
Live’, and much more.  

    Our focus for the week was imparting the truth to this 
generation and providing a safe and relevant space for 
your children’s  ministry.  

    We explored curriculum, networked with other 
leaders, and gained fresh insight to today’s children’s 
ministry.  

     We hope to implement some of the new ideas we 
gathered, work on providing a safer environment for 
our children,  and form a network of communication 
with parents”   

 

- Brittany Littleton 

Confirmation Retreat Reminder                                   
The children in this year’s Confirmation Class will be 
heading to Lake Junaluska for a retreat, March 8-10th. 
The  group will also be meeting on February 10th  
from 3:00—6:00 pm here at the church. 

mailto:blittleton@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:blittleton@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:blittleton@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:blittleton@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.growproclaimserve.com


www.fumc-maryville.org 

804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   

37803 

Phone:  865-982-1273  

 Fax:  865-983-5408 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

